Hepatic calcification in proliferated bile ductules in a uremic patient.
Hepatic calcification in uremia is rare and, to our knowledge, only two cases have been reported in the English literature. In both previous reports, calcification was found in the damaged hepatocytes in the centrilobular to midzonal area of the hepatic lobules. The patient, a 61-year-old man, was uremic due to diabetic nephropathy. He had suffered posttransfusion hepatitis just before his death. Antemortem radiographic examination of the abdomen failed to visualize the calcification in the liver. At autopsy, microscopic examination of the liver revealed bile ductular proliferation and calcification mainly in the ductular epithelial cells. We suggest that calcification could occur preferentially in abnormally proliferated ductules when the serum calcium and serum phosphorus products are elevated.